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HOSPITAL

along with vocalist I-Kay, heads back, as though their
lives depended on it

Hospitality, the live incamation of the label, all
started in October 2001 at Herbal, East London: the
Kind of intimate, sometimes claustrophobic venue for
300 ravers where sweat drips from the ceiling. After
Herbal closed, the parties moved into the 1,800~
capacity Heaven for four years. Then came Matter: six
sold-out events and 2,500 people. When Matter shut
down, the Hospital crew took the venue’s events
manager along with them and took a punt on the
4,500-capacity Brixton Academy, where they have
sold out every party theyve done, weeks, sometimes
months in advance. This incremental increase in
venue capacity gives you a good indication of the
Iabef's ambition. While many are happy to stay with
what they've got, Hospital always seems to be
Iooking to grow, to become bigger than in the past.

And there’s one reason why, when it comes to
parties these days, bigger is definitely better: money.
The sad fact s, the revenue from music sales alone
can no longer keep a label with the size and ambition
of Hospital Records afloat. People buy less music, so
live gigs are where it's at. Head to any major city in
the UK and chances are you'llfind a Hospital-branded
night at some stage during the year. European nights
are a regular fixture. And on this year's summer
festival circuit, Hospitality was an omnipresent force,
providing the drum 'n’ bass option at Parklife, Lounge
On The Farm, Lovebox and Global Gathering. “It's not
as simple as putting on more parties because sales
are down, though,” Tony says. “One feeds the other.
Events will help to sell records, and selling records
will help to fuel events.” Get the two working well
together and you have a blueprint for success.

UTWITH SUCCESS inevitably comes
criticism, and Hospital,for so long a abel that
could seemingly do no wrong with hardcore
fans, has come under fire, accused of that

béte noire of drum "n' bass: selling out. High Contrast's

recent collaboration with Tiésto and Underworld has
unsurprisingly drawn flak, with one online critic
declaring, “The tragedy is, [Hospital] could've been
the next Ninja Tune or Warp if they'd invested some
imagination, but instead they ve become the musical
equivalent of Topshop”. Colman is bulish i his.
response: “There has never been a master plan,” he
says. “The labelis led completely by what our artists
make. We've never said to anyone, You have to make
this more commercial’. And to be honest, as soon

as anyone attains any level of commercial success

in drum '’ bass you're immediately accused of

having sold out. So we look on it as a badge of

honour. If you haven't been hated on on YouTube

or Dogs On Acid, you haven't really made it"

By the passionate way Colman talks, you definitely
get the feeling the label has been stung by some of
the criticism — and as elder statesman of the imprint,
itfalls to him to be a kind of father figure in the
camp. “It can be very psychologically destructive.”
he admits. “You have to remember, some of these
young artists have grown through the internet;
they've built up their confidence online, and
received 5o much support, so when people suddenly
tun on them it must be very hard to take.”

The truth is, Hospital's sound has become more
mainstream, with the likes of Danny Byrd, Camo &
Krooked and High Contrast all making tunes that sit
comfortably on the daytime Radio 1 playlist. But the
label also releases some of the most leftfield, cutting-
edge d'n'b out there through its Med School
offshoot, and plenty in between. “And if we didn't
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“Ifyouhaven't been hated,
youhaven't made it”

have the big tunes, we wouldn't be able to put out
stufflike Bop [Med School's bearded purveyor of
‘existentialist electronica]", Tony says. The days of
being able to fling out a vinyl single and sell 10,000
copies without much promotion are well and truly
over. Some labels in d'n'b's history weren't able to
adapt; sometimes through greed, but mostly through
alack of vision, planning and effort. Hospital has
always attempted to stay ahead of the curve, and its
current popularity tells you that its doing the big
things right. “We do try and keep our eye on the ball
atall times,” Tony says. But | think the main reason
we're at the stage we are now, ffteen years down the
line, Is effort. Some people think running a label is
simple, and get into the music industry for an easy
ride. Let e tell you: t's not. It's a ot of hard work "

Asaresult of that hard work Hospital Records is
bigger brasher and further reaching than ever before.
Some may not like what theyve become. But they've
done it through a combination of bloody-minded
determination, big thinking and, critically, a catalogue
of quality drum 'n’ bass. In a world where music has
seemingly lost value for many and businesses are
failing daily, the fact that an esoteric dance label from
such humble origins has managed to become so
successful should be celebrated

And that's exactly what the crowd at the Brixton
Academy do, into the early hours of a crisp London
morning. Up on the stage, inside a cylinder made of
shafts of blue glowing light, new signings Camo &
Krooked launch into ‘Breezeblock’, and in front of
them, a thousand fists punch the in the air in
metronomic unison. The people keep on dancing,
And the big H keeps on flashing. ©
15 Years Of Hospital Records’s out this month

WHERE The Masque, Seel St, Liverpool
NHEN Monthly Saturdays
1C House and techno

“DO YOU WANT to blow up some
monkeys?” Yousef’s o Dabs asks
Mixmag. Were it ral for the party hats
and inflatables piled around we migh:
have feared the circus’ concept had
been taken o a disturbing extreme.
But we hapoily cblige, as does Debs
mum - here for te fist time to
celebrate 10 years of Circus with her
daughter, a sell-out crowd and her
superstar son-in-law, Yousef

With its elegant architecture, former
theatre The Masque is the oerfect
venue for colebration. Circus has been
the beginning following
closure of its intended horme at Cream;
the club that saw Yousef rise from

here s

30 DECEMBER 2012

local punter Lo globe trotiing resident
with Circus, which now boasts a
residency at Londan's Fgg club and
ecent debut in New Vark. And by 1pm
un working its magic.
sorientating

house seeps through a crisp Cunktion
On bythe
acoustics of the building Layers of
clubbers line the sloping steos o
the dancaflaor, somehow staying
ire-footed - a clear sign that they've
been here before

Nevigating the maze of corridors to
the Loft, wa're =
Sath Troxler, just one of many names to
ha o the forefront of clubbing
consciousness in the
with a tle help from

undsystem, enhance:

d by an animated

st of breakbeat
his four-torthe-

siching the crowd of
but like the rest of tanight’s line-up,
‘s & man who certainly knows ho

hurlect from the stage and
aclod masses, now
Circus’s birthday

fully absorbed in
Vousef's trademrk kale doscop
mix of house end techno. At 3om one

stalwart makes way for another as

Yousef: Scouse saint

 the punters” refiec
< "l we moke every
unmissable, theyll keep coming

20", GoRDON STRIBLING.

nier present
s, Lewis
ore TBC @ Me

vonireusclub.cok

Circus: top

58S five)

1. It's the perfect way to
de of Circus; a period
~ many big brands gat left
S the shifting sands of

sic. But, at the end of the
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MOVED:

THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE
ASHLEY BEEDLE'S
MUSICAL ROOTS

-
SITUATION CRITICAL
THE D&B LABEL'S GREATEST BEATS

AT THE FRONTIER WITH
HOWIEB

THE WHITE LAMP:

TRIPPING THE LIGHT FANTASTIC

IBIBIO SOUND MACHINE'S
AFRO ELECTRONICS

DIMITRI VEGAS’E:LIKE MIKE
TODAY MIAMI, TOMORROW THE WORLD!

wf MUSIC WEEK BLASTS OFF|
DJ MAG AT THE SURFCOMBER

AMINE EDGE 8 DANCE
ARE OFF THE CUFF'

SUNNERY JAMES & RYAN MARCIANO'S
PERFECT STORM

i R
AUDIO ASSAULT

LIVING & DREATHING DANCE MUS r

PHILASHER:
PHLASH BACK

MARATHON MIXES:
ICE'S LONGEST

ANEW SIDE OF
TIMO GARCIA
TIME TO GET
ILLUM SPHERE

WIN!ATRIPTO
AMSTERDAM
WITH DGTL

SEARCFING
FORTFIE
PrIANTASY
S'_UlUND
[ DANCE MAND
o ooe AT
\ e SEEONCTYS

GOLDFISH
MAKE A SPLASH IN SOUTH AFRICA

Jesse atc
Silver Man and more...

BEST OF BRITISH
2013
VOTE NOW!

EJECA

GETS ECLECTIC
GIORGIO
MORODER
FEELSTHELOVE

DAVE SPOON'S
REBORN AS
SHADOW CHILD

THE ALBUMS AND TUNES
OFTHEYEAR

GO HARDWARE
ORGO HOME
DANCE MUSIC'S
ANALOGUE FANATICS

SPEEDY J'S

VINYL EXPERIMENT
D&B DON
JUBEI
SPEAKS

MR BEATNICK'S .
SAMPLE MASTERPIECES

. *‘«
THE HIP HOUSE OF
KAYTRANADA
Plus

Joop Junior, Hiem
and more...
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